
Our Booris, Our Way 
 

Communique #2  

The Steering Committee for the Our Booris, 

Our Way review met for the third time at 

Winnunga Nimmityjah 9 April 2018. 

The Steering Committee reviewed the work 

of the Chairperson for the previous month 

and noted her communication with a 

number of stakeholders.  The Steering 

Committee agreed that the Strong Families 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Portal 

was an appropriate website to host 

documents and updates related to Our 

Booris, Our Way. 

The Steering Committee received a proposal 

from Ms Jodie-Griffiths-Cook, the ACT 

Children and Young Peoples Commissioner 

and Public Advocate in regard to cultural 

planning for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children and young people in care 

with Child and Youth Protection Services.  Ms 

Griffiths-Cook presented a sound project 

proposal, and stated that she was cognisant 

that the Our Booris, Our Way review would 

likely undertake similar work.  It was agreed 

by all that Ms Griffiths-Cooks office postpone 

their project to allow the review team to 

consider how this work should proceed.  Ms 

Griffiths-Cook reiterated her support of Our 

Booris, Our Way review and stated her 

office’s willingness to contribute to the 

review. 

Minister Stephen-Smith and Director General 

of the Community Services Directorate Mr 

Michael De’Ath met with the Steering 

Committee.  The Steering Committee 

thanked the Minister for the opportunity for 

an Aboriginal led review to recommend 

solutions to the chronic issue of the over 

representation of Aboriginal  and Torres 

Strait Islander children and young people 

involved with Child and Youth Protection 

Services. Minister Stephen-Smith stated her 

support for a review embedded in self-

determination. 

Discussion points included: 

 Low rates of children returning to 

family 

 Racism and lack of Aboriginal 

leadership in Child and Youth 

Protection Services 

 Lack of Aboriginal Child Care and 

early education Agency 

 Non – Aboriginal organisations 

working with Aboriginal clientele 

 Review timeframes 

 Co-design and working together 

The Steering Committee then welcomed 

Susan Pellegrino from CREATE, along with a 

young consultant who is a consumer of 

CREATE services.  Ms Pellegrino outlined the 

services that CREATE provide to children and 

young people in care, as well as those who 

have exited care.  Discussion points included: 

 Cultural planning 

 Feedback to government 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

specific programs 

 Youth leadership training 

Next Meeting: 

At the next meeting, the Steering Committee 

has invited members of the Child Youth and 

Protection Services Team to present on the 

formal process of child protection services, 

as well as representatives from Aboriginal 

Community Controlled Organisations to 

discuss barriers and solutions to working with 

Child and Youth Protection Services. 

If you wish to reach out and speak with the 

Committee, please email: 



Our Booris, Our Way 
 

ACTreview@act.gov.au 

This email address is monitored only by the 

review team to keep your information private 

and confidential. 

mailto:ACTreview@act.gov.au

